
STUDENT MATERIALS – Desert Eagle National Flight Academy 
For online course and academy use 
2021 
 
REQUIRED (All FAA publications are available for free online {view or download} or on paper for purchase 
from commercial vendors.) 

 

• Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge (“PHAK”), FAA-H-8083-25B. This free textbook is used 
as a supplement your online course. Latest edition includes basic aviation weather adequate for 
private pilot.  
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/media/pilot_handbook.pdf 
 

• FAR/AIM 2021, Federal Aviation Administration. Federal Aviation Regulations/Aviation Information 
Manual.   
https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/publications/media/aim_basic_w_chg_1_2_3_dtd_12-31-20.pdf 
 

• Airman Knowledge Testing Supplement for Sport Pilot, Recreational Pilot and Private Pilot, FAA-CT-
8080-2H, June 2018. All text and graphics used for actual FAA test questions. Paper version 
recommended as this facilitates use of navigation plotter.  
https://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/supplements/media/sport_rec_private_akts.pdf 
 

• Aeronautical Chart Users Guide, FAA, July 2020. (Key to almost every symbol on FAA navigation 
charts.) 
https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/flight_info/aeronav/digital_products/aero_guide/media/editions/
25Feb2021/cug-complete.pdf 

 

• Navigation/flight computer  
o ASA CX-3 flight computer simulator https://online.prepware.com/cx3e/index.html . This is 

an online version of the actual (hardware) CX-3 you’ll use at the academy and in the FAA 
Testing Center. The sim will  save you the expense of buying an actual CX-3, but you cannot 
use an online device in the testing center if you plan to take the exam before Desert Eagle. 
Find users guide at https://www.asa2fly.com/Assets/SupportFiles/ProductManuals/CX3/CX-
3_Manual%20English_V1.3.pdf  

o (Optional: The E6-B “circular slide rule” is referenced in many courses, but is an analog 
mechanical device that can take several hours to learn when you could be studying topics 
that will be on your test, and is prone to operator errors.  However, it is an inexpensive 
alternative, especially if you plan to take the FAA test before you arrive at Desert Eagle and 
don’t want to purchase a hardware flight computer.) 

o (Optional: Electronic flight computer apps are available for phones and pads for about $10, 
but are not allowed in testing center. They are very intuitive and easy to use in-cockpit.)  
 

• Navigation plotter – “rotating dial” type.  
o https://www.asa2fly.com/Ultimate-Rotating-Plotter-P69C492.aspx 

 

• ASA Prepware Private Pilot app (FAA practice test questions), for smart phone / tablet – about $10. 

• Nav Trainer app. For smartphone or tablet. (Simulates VOR operation and shows aircraft 
position/orientation.) 
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STRONGLY RECOMMENDED 

• Seattle VFR Sectional Chart, FAA. Out-of-date versions are fine for practice – not usable for 
navigation. (FBOs often give away unsold editions at the end of the valid period. 

o View any FAA chart online for free at https://skyvector.com/ 
 

• Everything Explained, for the Professional Pilot, Richie Lengel, 13th Edition. (ISBN: 0974261300 ) It’s 
a list of FAA rules and some tips made into an easy-to-use book.  (Because of recent regulatory and 
technology changes, buy the 13th, or later, edition. Note: Earlier editions have illustrations you may 
consider to be in bad taste.) Many instructors believe it’s the best quick reference on flying ever 
published, and it has all the FAA citations so you can use it to tab the FAR/AIM.  Also available as an 
app. (Especially valuable if you plan to go on to Instrument or Commercial licenses.) 

• The Airplane Flying Handbook, FAA, FAA-H-8083-3B. Describes how the FAA wants you to fly every 
maneuver. (If you want a paper copy, be advised a new version will be out in June 2021.) 
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/airplane_handbook/medi
a/airplane_flying_handbook.pdf 

 

• Aviation Weather, FAA, AC00-6B (2016), detailed explanations and weather reporting tools. Good 
supplement when you want to understand more than a standard textbook. Essential for Instrument 
rating.  http://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Advisory_Circular/AC_00-6B.pdf 
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